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The Editor must ensure that the OJVR publishes only papers which are scientifically sound. To achieve this objective, the referees are requested to assist the Editor by making an assessment of a paper submitted for publication by: 

(a)  Writing a report on the reverse side of this form, 
(b} Check the boxes shown below under 1. and  2. ( YES or NO) [N.B.A "NO" assessment must be 
       supported by specific comment in the report. 
(c)  Make a recommendation under 3. 

The Editor-in-Chief would appreciate hearing from any referee who feels that he/she will be unable to review a manuscript within two weeks. 

1. CRITERIA FOR JUDGEMENT (Mark "Yes" or "No"). 
  

Is the work scientifically sound? 



Need more results
Is the work an original contribution? 


Yes
Are the conclusions justified on the evidence presented? 
No
Is the work free of major errors in fact, logic or technique? 
Need more data to confirm
Is the paper clearly and concisely written?


Needs editing
Do you consider that the data provided on the care and use of animals (See Instructions to Contributors) is sufficient to establish that the animals used in the experiments were well looked after, that care was taken to avoid distress, and that there was no unethical use of animals? 
No – this is an important omission, there is no ethical justification/proof of ethical committee review or discussion of steps to ensure welfare of test subjects.

2  PRESENTATION (Mark "Yes" or "No"). 
  

Does the title clearly indicate the content of the paper? 
Yes
Does the abstract convey the essence of the article?

Yes
Are all the tables essential?NA 



Need to add figures
Are the figures and drawings of good quality? 

Need to add data
Are the illustrations necessary for an understanding of the text? Possibly
Is the labelling adequate?




Yes

3. RECOMMENDATIONS(Mark one with an X) 
  
Reassess after major changes 


X


4. REPORT 
This paper is based on a quorum of toxicity work that has been performed elsewhere including on the target species cattle.  It does have value but a justification of the ethics for repeating this in calves is needed as well as a description of how the welfare of test subjects was monitored during the study to ensure they did not suffer as a consequence of the study.
This paper needs substantial review including the following points:

1. It would be worth the author asking a native English speaking veterinarian or scientist to review for minor errors e.g. words like ‘administrated’, ‘discution’ (sic) or pathological description of ‘currant jelly clot’

2. The results section needs to have a figure or figures showing the gradation or lack of gradation of pathological results by dose rate and ideally a tabulation of results with a simple statistical analysis e.g. Chi squared of any differences.  A comparison where applicable with normal/ control values would be helpful.

3. In reference to the comment on concurrent use with products such as tiamulin, oleandomycin, erythromycin (i.e. macrolides) this is a very important set of drugs potentially used concurrently.  Can I refer the authors to the following paper where the mechanism and a graded toxicity effect to a variety of compounds in this class is investigated: “Anadon, A., Reeve-Johnson, L. (1999) Macrolide antibiotics, drug interactions and microsomal enzymes: implications for veterinary medicine. Research in Veterinary Science 66, 1-7.”  I suggest this is also relevant to adding a final point to the three points in the last paragraph of the discussion that is: “d. care about concurrent use with some antimicrobial antibiotics” a comment should more specifically indicate that the risk varies both according to which family of antibiotics and specifically within the family with the major interactions with ionophores, namely macrolides the risk varies between specific compounds according to the relative competition for metabolic enzyme sites (in this case cytochrome c).
I would be happy to review this paper a second time once the above has been attended to.
Full text re-submitted with suggested changes July 7, 2008-10-16, Sept 6, 2008
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