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The paper can be accepted with the following major change:

Most of the results and methods of this paper have been covered in other research papers on equine ECG (see this paper: Alidadi et al (2002), The ECG of the Turkman horse using the standard lead base apex, Journal of Equine veterinary Science, Vol 22(5) pp182-184). For example the increase in Heart rate in female horses compared with male, increased heart rate in young compared with older horses and variable T wave polarity.  However the added data on age differences (if truly significant) is a worthwhile addition to our knowledge of equine ECG using the BA lead. Therefore some revision of table 2 is very important and the discussion of these results (in the second last paragraph of the discussion).

The use of superscripts a, ab and b in table 2 does not make sense and it would be preferred if a column/ row with the actual r and P values be added to the table. Also in the discussion can the authors please clarify the two variables being analysed, in one section they have written a positive correlation between the age and P wave but not stated if this is duration or amplitude. They should also go on and state the correlation between age/ Heart rate and all the other significant findings (as suggested in edited version see attached), this makes more sense to the reader.

There also needs to be some discussion on the significance of the changes in ECG parameters with age, ECG parameters are affected by heart rate and heart rate is influenced by age so can these two variables be considered entirely independent?? Finally if sex has a significant influence on heart rate –should the groups be further broken down into male horses aged (0-3ys, 306yr and >6yrs) and female horses aged the same?

Otherwise the paper is well presented and written. 

