Reviewers comments for the paper: 

A study of natural co-infection caused by avian influenza (H9 subtype) and infection bronchitis viruses  in broiler chicken farms showing respiratory signs

Seifi S1*, Asasi K2, Mohammadi A3

This paper contains relevant research and can be accepted with the following minor changes.

1. Materials and methods can the use of Molar concentration be standardized throughout paper as ether “mols” or “M”,  and can all abbreviations be given full wording at their first use and then can be abbreviated for rest of paper. For example at table 2 footnote (a) one should not have to presume ND is for Newcastles disease and IBD - infectious bursal disease. Also clarify that RT- PCR is for Reverse transcriptase PCR as the RT abbreviation in recent times has come to mean “real time” in many papers.

2. Table 1- can the authors reference the papers from which the primer sequences are from with footnotes.

3. Table 2- is clear and informative however the reader has to presume the clinical signs and the gross lesions were taken from the ten individuals described in materials and methods if this is the case can the number (n= 10 ) be placed at the column heading, also state in materials and methods how these cases were selected i.e. randomly or the first 10 animals to die.

4. Results: the authors need to be aware that they are dealing with a small sample set i.e. 4 cases with concurrent infection, 6 with neither, and therefore need to include this in their discussion. Small sample sets influence the statistical significance of the findings.

5. For many of the journals (i.e. Avian pathology, Virology) cited can the authors include the issue number- it makes them easier to find. Citation no. 2 could not be found- can the authors clarify which “Journal of Veterinary Research” it can be found in i.e. American/Canadian –other?
6. Suggested grammar and spelling edits in document attached.

