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The Editor must ensure that the OJVR publishes only papers which are scientifically sound. To achieve this objective, the referees are requested to assist the Editor by making an assessment of a paper submitted for publication by: 

(a)  Writing a report on the reverse side of this form, 
(b} Check the boxes shown below under 1. and  2. ( YES or NO) [N.B.A "NO" assessment must be 
       supported by specific comment in the report. 
(c)  Make a recommendation under 3. 

The Editor-in-Chief would appreciate hearing from any referee who feels that he/she will be unable to review a manuscript within two weeks. 

1. CRITERIA FOR JUDGEMENT (Mark "Yes" or "No"). 
  

Is the work scientifically sound?     


Yes but key details missing
Is the work an original contribution?  

Yes but builds on long established disease models
Are the conclusions justified on the evidence presented? Yes but need further details (e.g. mortality and clinical condition)
Is the work free of major errors in fact, logic or technique? See above and report
Is the paper clearly and concisely written?

Generally yes
Do you consider that the data provided on the care and use of animals (See Instructions to Contributors) is sufficient to establish that the animals used in the experiments were well looked after, that care was taken to avoid distress, and that there was no unethical use of animals?  NO

2  PRESENTATION (Mark "Yes" or "No"). 
  

Does the title clearly indicate the content of the paper?  No see report
Does the abstract convey the essence of the article?
    Too detailed – see report
Are all the tables essential?


NA 



Are the figures and drawings of good quality? 
Yes
Are the illustrations necessary for an understanding of the text?  Helpful 
Is the labelling adequate?



Yes

3. RECOMMENDATIONS(Mark one with an X) 
  

Not suitable for publication in the OJVR 
Reassess after major changes 
Accept for publication with minor changes   X
Accept for publication without changes

4. REPORT 
Title needs rewording from:

Intranasal exposures to live attenuated Pasteurella multocida B:2 increase vaccination coverage in cattle

To clarify what they actually mean and what the experiment demonstrated….does increase vaccination coverage mean for example to increase immunity to artificial infection etc?

Abstract is too long and complex – simplify to capture the essential intention and outcomes – details of experimental groups is too much for this section and is repeated in the section on experimental procedure
Results
The authors need to state the mortality figures for calves – it is not clear if any/ how many died in each group, however they do state: 

“Since haemorrhagic septicaemia is an acute disease that kills within 24-48 h (Saharee et al., 1993), all surviving calves were killed on day 3 post-challenge before post-mortem examinations were carried out.”

Implying that some calve died.  If this is the case we need some details in clinical monitoring/ condition and welfare safeguards.

A tabulation of group by group results would make the outcome much clearer too the reader.
A general comment is that this is a very severe model of respiratory disease which is quite well tested and a negative control group should be avoidable in ethical grounds.  They may wish to reference work by Thomas, Gourlay, Reeve-Johnson and others at the Institute of Animal Health , Compton, UK which extensively looked at this type artificial infection/ disease model in the 1980’s and 1990’s in relation Pasteurella and mycoplasma spp– they could also add comment as to how they have perhaps improved upon previous models/ or why it was necessary to utilise such severe challenge models.
Otherwise the work was generally well presented, a few grammatical errors in the text would benefit from proof reading by a native English speaker.
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